LEGISLATIVE BRANCH = CITY OF BINGHAMTON

William Berg, City Council President
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk

MINUTES
City Council Business Meeting
Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, N.Y.
Wednesday April 22, 2015

CALL TO ORDER
Called to order by Council President Berg at 6:33pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council President Berg led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Present: Jerry Motsavage, Joseph Mihalko, Teri Rennia, Lea Webb, Chris Papastrat, John Matzo, Bill Berg

Absent: None

Also in attendance: Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk; Tito Martinez, Deputy City Clerk; Kenneth J. Frank, Corporation Counsel
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion to approve the minutes from the Business Meeting held Wednesday April 8, 2015.

Moved by Rennia, seconded by Webb.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Motion to approve the minutes from the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee meeting held on Monday April 7, 2015.
Moved by Rennia, seconded by Webb.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Councilwoman Rennia noted for the record that the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee will hold a meeting on
Monday May 18" at 5:00pm regarding the proposed police modernization law. The meeting will take place in the City
Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY.

Motion to approve the minutes from the Employees Committee meeting held on Monday April 20, 2015.
Moved by Webb, seconded by Rennia.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Councilwoman Webb noted for the record that the Binghamton City Council Employees Committee will hold a meeting
on Monday May 4™ at 5:00pm to review training procedures and the City’s sexual harassment policy. The meeting will
take place in the City Council Work Room, located through the City Clerk’s Office on the first floor of City Hall, 38 Hawley
Street, Binghamton, NY.

SET PUBLIC HEARING

City Clerk Pelletier noted for the record that the Council of the City of Binghamton will hold a public hearing during the
regular City Council Business Meeting held on May 6, 2015, concerning Introductory Ordinance 15-24, entitled “An
Ordinance authorizing the abandonment of Flynn Avenue as a public street”. This meeting will be held in the City Council
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Chambers located at 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, New York. For more information, please contact the City Clerk by
phone at (607) 772-7005, or by email at clerk@cityofbinghamton.com.
Note: Notice of this public hearing will be published in the Press & Sun Bulletin on May 1, 2015.

City Clerk Pelletier noted for the record that the Council of the City of Binghamton will hold a public hearing during the
regular City Council Business Meeting held on May 6, 2015, concerning Introductory Local Law 15-1, entitled “A Local
Law requesting Home Rule from New York State regarding the Homestead Tax Option as it relates to 5 Riverside Towers
and 4 Oak Street”. This meeting will be held in the City Council Chambers located at 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton,
New York. For more information, please contact the City Clerk by phone at (607) 772-7005, or by email at
clerk@cityofbinghamton.com. Note: Notice of this public hearing will be published in the Press & Sun Bulletin on May 1,
2015.

PUBLIC COMMENT/COMMUNICATIONS

John Solak, Richard Jallon, Debra Hogan, Charles Westgate, Gail Reader, Edward Gent, ‘Paul Cirba, Raphael Tombasco,
Mona Shavelle, Bobby Black, Michael Chondla, George O’Manich, Salvo Valerio, Sherry Weiss, Adrian Biscintine,
Alexander Button, Cory Ray, Hadessa Head, Mark Bowers, Philip Emerson, Phil Wescott, Shawn DeAngelo, 3Douglas &
Betsy Johnson, “Ellyn Green, *Robert McGuiness, ®CeCe Lanzoni, "Marilyn Murray, 8Annetta Cobb, 9Cyndi Paddick,
Marcia Shumon, *Joan Preisendanz, *2Joan Budd, *Marilyn Cashman, **David and Barbara Menichello, **Fran
Sternberg, ‘°Elizabeth Graham, *’Phyllis Casey, **Caroline Moppert, **Jean Mincolla, **The Lordens, 2*Mr. and Mrs. Ohn
McRory, 2’Ricard Richberg, 2 ola Basos, 24Wayne Ivy, Elizabeth Gilbert, **David Goldstein, ?’Adela Fanjul, Marcella
Swartz, 29Virginia McCormack, **Suszanne Thornton, *'Ruth Goldstein, *’Patrica Kadlecik, **James and Patricia Corby,
**philip and Carol Cali, *Peggy Naismith, **Maxine and Marvin Kaplan, *’Phyllis Kacmarik, **Robert DeVente, **Gerald and
Colette Wickham, *°Patricia Raymond, **Shirley MacElhone, **Mr. Hendery, “*Beverly Comstock, **Janet Landow, **Gail
Reader, **George Hunsey, *’Susumu Narita, **Judy Lwining, “*Urane and Lee Colvill, *°Donald Rogers, *'Leonard and Ellen
Shaw, **Maureen Walsh, >*Ann Bronsky, **Norman Mahoney, **Bianca Podesta, **Brenda Margolis, °’Eugene Strope,
*BEsther Sabol, *’Charles Westgate, **James Gialanella, ®*Roslyn Jay, ®Edward Evans, ®Gerard Chuculate, **Marie
Saccento, ®Herbert Landow, 66Jacqueline Ford

'Motion to allow Paul Cirba, a resident of the Town of Fenton, to speak during public comment.
Moved by Rennia, seconded by Motsavage.
Voice vote, none opposed.

“Motion to allow Adrian Biscintine, a resident of the Town of Binghamton, to speak during public comment.
Moved by Webb, seconded by Rennia.
Voice vote, none opposed.

3 Letter from Douglas & Betsy Johnson dated April 8, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 4 Oak Street.
*Letter from Ellyn Green dated April 9, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 4 Oak Street.

>Letter from Robert McGuinness dated April 7, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 4 Oak Street.
®Letter from CeCe Lanzoni dated April 7, 2015 proposing a new apartment building in the City.

’Letter from Marilyn Murray dated April 6, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 4 Oak Street.

8etter from Annetta Cobb dated April 13, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 4 Oak Street.

°Email from Cyndi Paddick dated April 19, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 4 Oak Street.

Email from Marcia Shumon dated April 20, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
"Letter from Joan Preisendanz dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
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12| etter from Joan Budd dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

3L etter from Marilyn Cashman dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
“Letter from David and Barbara Menichello dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5
Riverside Towers.

Letter from Fran Sternberg dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

'8 etter from Elizabeth Graham dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
YLetter from Phyllis Casey dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

'8 etter from Caroline Moppert dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
9 etter from Jean Mincolla dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

2% etter from The Lordens dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

2! etter from Mr. and Mrs. John McRory dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside
Towers.

22| etter from Richard Richberg dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
2L etter from Lola Basos dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
**Letter from Wayne vy dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
2Letter from Elizabeth Gilbert dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
2% etter from David Goldstein dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
?’Letter from Adela Fanjul dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

%8| etter from Marcella Swartz dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

| etter from Virginia McCormack dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*Letter from Suzanne Thornton dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*ILetter from Ruth Goldstein dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

32| etter from Patricia Kadlecik dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
3L etter from James and Patricia Corby dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside
Towers.

**Letter from Philip and Carol Cali dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
3Letter from Peggy Naismith dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*Letter from Maxine and Marvin Kaplan dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside
Towers.

¥ Letter from Phyllis Kacmarik dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
38| etter from Robert deVente dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
3L etter from Gerald and Colette Wickham dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside
Towers.

*Letter from Patricia Raymond dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*Letter from Shirley MacElhone dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
2| etter from Mr. Hendery dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

L etter from Beverly Comstock dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*Letter from Janet Landow dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
“Letter from Gail Reader dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*Letter from George Husney dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*Letter from Susumu Narita dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*8etter from Judy Lwining dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
®Letter from Urane and Lee Colvill dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside
Towers.

*OLetter from Donald Rogers dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
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>!Letter from Leonard and Ellen Shaw dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside
Towers.

*2| etter from Maureen Walsh dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
>3Letter from Ann Bronsky dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
>Letter from Norman Mahoney dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
>>Letter from Bianca Podesta dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*bLetter from Brenda Margolis dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
>’Letter from Eugene Strope dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*8Letter from Esther Sabol dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
*Letter from Charles Westgate dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
Letter from James Gialanella dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
®1Letter from Roslyn Jay dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

82| etter from Edward Evans dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

83 etter from Gerard Chuculate dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
®etter from Marie Saccento dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
®Letter from Herbert Landow dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.
®Letter from Jacqueline Ford dated April 22, 2015 supporting the change of tax classification for 5 Riverside Towers.

1. Motion to declare City Council as lead agency for the Binghamton Johnson Joint Sewage Treatment Plant
Restoration and Rehabilitation project
Moved by Webb, seconded by Rennia.
Voice vote, none opposed.

2. Motion to declare the Binghamton Johnson City Joint Sewage Treatment Plant Restoration and Rehabilitation
project as an unlisted action, in accordance with the SEQRA and Full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF).
Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage.

Voice vote, none opposed.

1. Motion to declare City Council as lead agency for the OurSpace at Recreation Park project.
Moved by Webb, Rennia.
Voice vote, none opposed.
2. Motion to declare the OurSpace at Recreation Park as a Type | Action, in accordance with the SEQRA and Full
Environmental Assessment Form (EAF).
Moved by Webb, seconded by Rennia.
Voice vote, none opposed.

Point of Order. Council President Berg stopped down, and allowed Council President Pro Tem Webb to assume the
President’s Chair so that he could ask questions about the process for declaring City Council as lead agency for the
Washington Street Mall Parking Project.

Pointe of Order. Council President Berg resumed his seat to conduct the remainder of the Business Meeting.

1. Motion to declare City Council as lead agency for the Washington Street Parking Project.
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Moved by Mihalko, seconded by Papastrat.
Ayes: Mihalko, Papastrat, Matzo

Nays: Motsavage, Rennia, Webb, Berg
Motion failed.

FIRST READING LEGISLATION

Introductory Ordinance 15-19. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

An Ordinance reducing BJCISTP capital budget by $4,000,000 to be allocated to the municipal users and to establish
budget lines for this purpose

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Webb.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-19. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Ordinance 15-20. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

An Ordinance authorizing various transfers in the 2014 budget

Motion to approve legislation. Motsavage, seconded by Webb.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-20. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Ordinance 15-21. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

An Ordinance authorizing a budget amendment to pay for road salt

Motion to approve legislation. Motsavage, seconded by Webb.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-21. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Ordinance 15-22. Considered in Employees, Chair: Webb

An Ordinance establishing the position of project manager in the Mayor’s Office 2015 budget
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Matzo.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-22. (Vote 5-2)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: Rennia, Webb

Introductory Ordinance 15-23. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

An Ordinance authorizing various transfers in the 2015 budget to fund a project manager position in the Mayor’s Office
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Matzo.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-23. (Vote 5-2)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: Rennia, Webb

Introductory Ordinance 15-24. Considered in Planning & Community Development, Chair: Webb
An Ordinance authorizing the sale of 66 Decatur Street to John Greene for $500
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Matzo.
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Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-24. (Vote 7-0)
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg
Nays: None

Introductory Resolution 15-44. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

A Resolution authorizing the mayor to enter into an agreement with Keystone Material Testing for inspection services
for Parking Garage Restoration Project

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Matzo.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-44. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Resolution 15-45. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

A Resolution authorizing Supplemental Agreement No. 2 for Shumaker Engineers to provide construction inspection
services for PIN 9009.24

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Matzo.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-45. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Resolution 15-46. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

A Resolution authorizing the mayor to enter into an agreement with Griffiths Engineering LLC to provide construction
management services for the terminal pumping station at the BJCISTP

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Matzo.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-46. (Vote 6-1)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: Rennia

Introductory Resolution 15-47. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

A Resolution authorizing the mayor to enter into an agreement with Griffiths Engineering LLC to provide floodwall
project specific oversight through 2016 at the BJCISTP

Motion to approve legislation. Motsavage, seconded by Matzo.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-47. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

Introductory Resolution 15-48. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage

A Resolution authorizing the application to the New York State Local Government Records Management Improvement
Fund

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Webb.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-48. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None
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Introductory Resolution 15-49. Considered in Public Works/Parks & Recreation, Chair: Motsavage

A Resolution authorizing an amendment to an existing agreement with Delta Engineers for PIN 9752.74 to allow a time
extension

Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Webb.

Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-49. (Vote 7-0)

Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg

Nays: None

COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL
Mihalko, Rennia, Matzo, Papastrat, Motsavage, Webb, Berg

ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn at 9:03pm.

Moved by Matzo, seconded by Motsavage.
Voice vote, none opposed.
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Ann E. Bronsky
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 107
Binghamton, NY 13905

APRIL 21, 2015

BINGHAMTON CITY COUNCIL
JEREMY PELLETIER, CITY CLERK
BINGHAMTON CITY HALL

38 HAWLEY STREET, FIRST FLOOR

BINGHAMTON, NY 13901

DEAR MEMBER OF THE BINGHAMTON CITY COUNCIL:

I'HAVE BEEN A RESIDENT OF FIVE RIVERSIDE TOWERS SINCE 1998. | GREATLY APPRECIATE THE SAFE
AND MAINTENANCE-FREE ENVIRONMENT OF MY BUILDING.

AS AN OWNER, | PAY AN ADDITIONAL PROPERTY AND SCHOOL TAX AS A RESULT OF THE NON-
HOMESTEAD TAX. SINCE THIS IS MY PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE, | QUALIFY FOR STAR AND FEDERAL
DEDUCTIONS FOR INTEREST AND PROPERTY TAX. IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS, EXCEPT FOR BINGHAMTON’S
NON-HOMESTEAD TAX, | AM TREATED LIKE A SINGLE FAMILY OWNER.

I BELIEVE THAT THE ADDITIONAL TAX IS UNFAIR, AND | AM WRITING TO ASK YOUR SUPPORT IN SEEKING
A CHANGE IN THE TAX LAW THAT WILL GIVE ME A REDUCED PROPERTY TAX RATE,

SINCERELY,

; g) T (/Q ? S UAVAYETR
AR,

ANN E. BRONSKY

FIVE RIVERSIDE TOWERS



4/15/2015

Binghamton City Counecil
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, 1st Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

ATTENTION: Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk

Dear Mr. Pelletier

I have lived at Five Riverside Towers since August 2011, shortly before the flood.
Although the flood certainly was not my primary reason for moving to The Towers, it gave
me a sense of safety and comfort knowing my residence was out of harms way.

I am semi-retired and enjoy living in near proximity to downtown Binghamton, a city
filled with entertainment, arts, shopping, banking, and medical care which I, as a
septuagenerian, need close to my home.

I understand that since I live at The Towers, I am paying a higher tax rate than if I were
to be living in a house due to the Non-Homestead tax. This higher taxing is prejudicial
since this is my home. Simply because I choose to live in a condominium, why must I be
subjected to a higher tax rate. It seems both unfair and discriminatory that semi-
permanent residents such as students have a housing cost reflective of a lower tax rate
while permanent residents (many of whom are on fixed incomes) have a higher housing
cost reflective of a commercial tax rate.

I am writing to request that the Binghamton City Council support our appeal for a change
in the tax laws to give us the same taxing level with other residential homes.

Very truly yours
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Bianca Podesta
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 604
Binghamton, NY 13905



April 17, 2015

City Clerk J. Pelletier
Binghamton City Council
38 Hawley Street
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear City Council Member:

| am a widow who has lived at 5 Riverside Dr. for 14
years. Our building is a well maintained place, both
inside and out which enhances the neighborhood
around us. The neighborhood

has changed and not for the better. The Towers is
important in helping to keep the area stable. | want to
it continue this way, but the taxes are getting out of
hand, particularly for us senior citizens. The non-
homestead tax in addition to all our other taxes is
unfair. | ask for your support in our seeking to
change this unfair situation. Please help to reduce
our property tax rate. |

Respecitfully yours,
Rnda M s
Brenda Margolis

Apt. 502 5 Riverside Dr.

Mrs. Brenda Margolis
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 502
Binghamton, NY 13905
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Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Westgate
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 1009
Binghamton, NY 13905

April 16,2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear members of the City Council:

My wife Gloria and I are residents of 5 Riverside Towers. We are in our mid- to late 70°s and
have been owners since 2007. We appreciate the stair-free access and the low maintenance
features of the building. My wife is retired, and I work part-time. I will be fully retired shortly.

As owners, we pay an additional property and school tax as a result of the non-Homestead tax.
Since this is our primary residence and home, we quality for STAR and federal deductions for

interest and property tax. In all other respects, except for Binghamton’s non-Homestead tax, we
are treated like owners of a single family home.

I'believe that the additional tax is unfair and I am writing to ask your support in seeking a change
in the tax law that will give us a reduced property tax rate.

Sincerely,

Charles R. Westgate
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DAVID GOLDSTEIN

Email: flushtheb@aol.com

5 Riverside Drive #303
Binghamton, NY 13905
607 203-1969

April 20, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street. First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Members of the Binghamton City Council:

For the past 12 years, both my wife and I have been residents of the Towers. I am a
graduate of Binghamton Central High School, Harpur College and a veteran of the

Marines. Both my wife and I are retired and greatly appreciate the life we lead as
residents of the Towers.

I understand that as owners, we pay an additional property and school tax as a result of
the Non Homestead tax. This additional tax impacts the Towers yearly budget
significantly which is passed on to each owner in our monthly maintenance fee.

I believe that the additional property and school tax is unfair, and I am writing to ask your
support in seeking to change the tax law that will give us relief in reduced property taxes.

Sincerely,

-

David Goldstein



April 17, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear member of the Binghamton City Council:

I have been a resident of Five Riverside Towers since 2009. | am in my early seventies and have
been retired for several years. The security and maintenance-free environment here offers peace
of mind and convenient accommodations.

As owners, we pay an additional property and school tax as a result of the Non-Homestead tax in
our region. This is my principle residence and | qualify for STAR and federal tax deductions for
interest and property taxes. Accordingly, we are treated like single family owners. Binghamton’s
Non-Homestead tax is the only exception. | think that the additional tax is neither fair nor equitable.

Therefore, | am writing to ask for your support in seeking a change in the tax law that will render us
a tax rate that is in alignment with the status of our other taxes.

Thanks for your time and consideration in this important matter.
Sincerely,
/ 3
Donald Rogers

5 Riverside Dr. # 608
Binghamton, NY 13905
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Ellen & Leonard Shaw April 17, 2015
5 Riverside Drive #411
Binghamton, NY 13905

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Member of the Binghamton City Council:

We have been living in this building since 2000, and enjoy the safe and
maintenance free environment it offers. We are both in our mid
seventies, retired and on fixed incomes.

It has come to our attention that we have been paying additional
property and school tax because of the Non-Homestead Tax. This is our
only residence and we qualify for the enhanced STAR Plus, federal
deductions for interest & property tax. In all other respects we are
treated like single family owners.

We believe this additional tax is unfair, and we are writing to ask for

your support in seeking a change in the tax law that will then give us a
reduced property tax rate.

Thank you for your kind attention,

Sincerely yours,

Ellen and Leonard Shay_v

ra
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Mrs. Esther Sabol
April 20, 2015 5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 702
Binghamton, NY 13905

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

To Members of City Council:

I have been a resident at 5 Riverside Towers for the past three years. The Towers have provided me
with a safe and maintenance free environment I am retired, a widow and on a fixed income.

As an owner I pay an additional property and school tax as a result of the non-Homestead Act. Since
this is my principal residence, I qualify for STAR and federal deductions for interest and property tax.
In all other respects, except for Binghamton's Non-Homestead tax, the Towers is treated like single
family owners.

We believe the additional tax is unfair, and I am writing to ask your support in seeking a change in the
tax law that will give us a reduced property tax rate.

Sincerely,

Esther Sabol



Mr. Eugene A, Strope
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 904
Bmghamton, NY 13905

April 16, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear members of the City Council:

I am a resident of 5 Riverside Towers and enjoy the safe and low maintenance aspects of the building. |
also enjoy the community in which | live. 1 am in my late 80’s, retired, and a widower.

As an owner, | pay an additional property and school tax as a result of the non-Homestead tax. Since
this is my primary (and only) residence, | quality for STAR and federal deductions for interest and

property tax. In all other respects, except for Binghamton’s non-Homestead tax, | am treated like an
owner of a single family home.

I believe that the additional tax is unfair, and | am writing to ask your support in seeking a change in the
tax law that will give us a reduced property tax rate.

Sincerely,

4

Eugene A. Strope
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April 19, 2015

Bingamton City Counsil
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street. First floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear member of the Binghamton City Council:

My wife and I have lived at 5 Riverside Towers for three years and appreciate the
good fortune of having such a superb dwelling in Binghamton.

We own our appartment to which is attached a significant maintenance fee. The
fee includes both property and school taxes. Our property tax is levied as though
we are business and not a dwelling. The City Council is seeking to change this tax
rate to that of a single family dwelling. My wife and I support the council's
efforts.

Sincerely,

Loyl Eg ik

Gerald C. Wickham
Colette B. Wickham
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Mr. Herbert Landow

5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 701
Binghamton, NY 13905




5 Riverside Drive Apt. 1003
Binghamton, NY 13905
April 21, 2015

Binghamton City Council

Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk

Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street

Binghamton, NY 13901

My husband and I are residents of 5 Riverside Towers and would like to show our support for a
reduction in taxes on this property. AsIunderstand the issue, The Towers is classified as a
business rather than a residence regarding our tax status. This is not the case. This is our
home. I would appreciate any consideration you can give the residents of The Towers with
respect to correcting this classification and lowering our

taxes.

Thank you,
Jacqueline Ford



April 20, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Member of the Binghamton City Council:

My wife and I are residents of Five Riverside Towers and greatly appreciate the safe and
maintenance-free environment of our building.

As owners, we pay an additional property and school tax as a result of the Non-
Homestead Tax. Since this is our principal and only residence, we qualify for STAR and
federal deductions for interest and property tax. In all other respects, except for
Binghamton’s Non-homestead tax, we are treated like single family property owners,
We believe that the additional tax is unfair, and we are writing to ask your support in
seeking a change in the tax law that will give us a more fair and subsequently reduced
property tax rate. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

James F. and Patricia A. Corby
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April 21, 2015

Mr. Jeremy Pelletier

City Clerk

38 Hawley Street
Binghamton, New York 13901

Dear Sir:
I am writing to you today to ask for your help in reducing the non-homestead tax.

1 have lived here at 5 Riverside Drive in Binghamton, New York since 2004 and have
been very happy. However, I feel that the non-homestead tax is not fair to the residents
of 5 Riverside Drive. I would appreciate your help in getting a change in the tax law that
will reduce our property tax rate.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Yours truly,

Fte & [Bawos

Lola E. Basos
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 1111
Binghamton, New York 13095
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Mrs. Marie Saccento
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 507
Binghamton, NY 13905
April 16, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Member of the Binghamton City Council:

I moved to Five Riverside Towers in 2005 from NYC because | am a widow and retired in 2005.
| have family that also lives in Binghamton. | love living at the Towers, it is such a well-run and
maintained building.

| pay an additional tax because of Binghamton's Non-Homestead tax. | believe that the
additional tax is unfair, and | am asking your support in changing the tax law that will give me a
reduced property tax rate.

Sincerely,

Dhic. Jaceeity
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Binghamton City Council Mrs. Maureen L. Walsh
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk 5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 1103
Binghamton City Hall Binghamton, NY 13905

38 Hawley Street, First Floor

Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Members of the Binghamton City Council,

I am a resident of 5 Riverside Towers, and have lived here three years. I am aware of the fact
that our residence is considered a Non-Homestead property by the City of Binghamton.

5 Riverside Towers is a completely residential property without any commercial operations
within the building which would cause it to be considered commercial. Most of the residents
are seniors on a fixed income, and the Non-Homestead classification places a burden of higher
taxes on us.

I am asking you to reconsider the Non-Homestead status for 5 Riverside Towers for the
benefit of the people who chose to live in Binghamton over other local communities who don't
have this penalty for residential properties. I appreciate your consideration and help in this
matter.

Sincerely,

Maureen L. Walsh
Apartment 1103
(607)238-1067



Maxine & Marvin Kaplan
5 Riverside Drive
Binghamton, New York 13905

April 20, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Member of the Binghamton City Council-

My husband and I are residents at Five Riverside Towers. We enjoy living in a
safe, maintenance free environment. | work part time and my husband is 87
years of age and retired.

We pay an additional property and school tax as a result of the Non-Homestead
tax. This is our only residence and we qualify for STAR. My husband is a
Korean War Veteran. In other respects, we are treated like single family owners.

We feel that the additional tax js unfair, and writing to ask your support in seeking
a change in the tax law that will give us a reduced property tax rate.

Very truly yours,
DN bre Koty
‘bf %Wv:/k_) } -
Maxine Kaplan
Marvin Kaplan



Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Evans

- ) 7, 2 e 5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 301
M é Binghamton, NY 13905



April 16, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall
Binghamton, New York 13901

Dear Member of the Binghamton City Council:

My husband and I, both retired and in our upper gsixties,
have owned our apartment at Five Riverside Towers for the
past eighteen years.

Our apartment at Riverside Towers is our primary
residence and, because of this, we qualify for STAR as well
as federal deductions for interest and property tax.

We are treated as single family owners with the
exception of Binghamton's Non-Homestead tax.

As a result of the Non-Homestead Act, we pay an
additional property and school tax. We believe that this
is unfair.

Please support us in seeking a change in the tax law
so as to reduce our property tax rate.

Thank you for your assistance.

Respectfully yours,
/ ) )
Cf:?Z&L4L41/,C::i/iéideLleL/zfz;/

A

Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Chuculate
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 602
Binghamton, NY 13905



Mr. & Mrs. James Gialanella
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W /6 Ao/ g Mr. & Mrs. Norman Mahoney
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 310
Binghamton, NY 13905
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April 21, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Member of the Binghamton City Council:

My wife and | have been residents of 5 Riverside Drive for
almost 11 years and never realized, in all that time, that we
were paying an additional property and school tax. The total
amount of additional taxes paid must, by this time, be quite
high.

Since there seems to be little, if any, reason, for this tax law,
we would hope that you can lend your support to us, the
residents of the Towers, in seeking a change that will reawuit in

a reduced property tax rate.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated,

Gratefully, |
oy %
Philip and Carol Cali
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Richard A. Rehberg
Apt. 908 Riverside Towers
S Riverside Drive
Binghamton, New York 13905

April 15, 2015

Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Council

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Mr. Pelletier and
Members of City Council

It is my understanding that as a resident of Riverside Towers, my property and school tax

is higher than that for ordinary residential units in the City because Binghamton operates
under the NonHomestead tax option.

I have been a resident at Riverside Towers for more than five years. I value not only the
location of Riverside Towers but also the convenience, security, and management of our

building. At age 76, I expect to be a resident not only of Riverside Towers but of the
City of Binghamton for the foreseeable future.

It is difficult for me to understand why, as a resident of a cooperative, I must pay
property and school taxes at a rate higher than were I to live in a home or ordinary
apartment of comparable market value within the City.

I write to ask your support in seeking a change in the tax law that will restore fairness to
our cooperative and eliminate the disparity in the taxes I pay as a member of a
cooperative compared with what I would pay as a resident of a home or ordinary
apartment.

Cordially,

) M//

Richard A. Rehberg

PSNLI15_CityClerk_Homestead_Ltr 041515
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April 20, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Members of the Binghamton City Council:

| have been a resident of 5 Riverside Towers for 14 years. | greatly appreciate the
safe environment and the stair-free features of the building. 1 am 82 years old
and am a widow.

As an owner, | pay an additional property and school tax as a result of the Non-
Homestead tax. This is my only residence and my home. | qualify for STAR and
federal deductions for interest and property tax. In all other respects, except for
Binghamton’s non-Homestead tax, | am treated like a single family owner.

| believe that the additional tax is unfair, and | am writing to ask your support in
seeking a change in the tax law that will give us a reduced property tax rate.

Sincerely,

Roslyn S.Ja &%k

Mrs. Roslyn S. Jay
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 410
Binghamton, NY 13905






Shirley MacElhone
5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 205
Binghamton, NY 13905
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April 16, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Member of Binghamton City Council:

I have been a resident at Five Riverside Towers since 2000. | have greatly appreciate the safe

and maintenance-free environment of this building. 1 am retired single female in my late
seventies.

As owners, we pay an additional property tax and school tax as a result of the Non Homestead
tax. Since this is my principal residence, | qualify for STAR and Federal deductions for interest

and property tax. In all other respects, except for Binghamton's Non-Homestead tax, we are
treated like single family owners.

I believe that the additional tax is unfair, and | am writing to ask for your support in seeking a
change in the tax law that will give us a reduced property tax rate.

" Suzaxine Thornton
Aptl3004
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April 18, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Council Member:

“ We have lived in Binghamton since 1988 and moved to Riverside Towers in
2010. We are both retired and receive the Enhanced STAR rebate.

In our previous home we were taxed at the residential tax rate. At Riverside
Towers we are taxed at the commercial rate even though our entire building
consists of residential apartments. In all other ways we are treated as
individual owners financially.

We believe that being taxed as a business is unfair and ask you to support us
by seeking a change in the law to allow us to be treated like other individual

home owners.

Thank you for addressing this problem.

Sincerely,
~ — ¥
Urane F. Colvill Lee Colvill

5 Riverside Drive, Apt. 1105
Binghamton, NY 13905
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April 22, 2015

Binghamton City Council
Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk
Binghamton City Hall

38 Hawley Street, First Floor
Binghamton, NY 13901

Dear Member of the Binghamton City Council:

| have been a resident of 5 Riverside Towers for approximately 3 years. | am a single individual with no
children. | live in the Towers because | appreciate the low maintenance environment provided, as |
quickly approach retirement.

As an owner, | pay additional property and school taxes as a result of the Non-Homestead tax. This is my
primary residence; therefore | do qualify for federal deductions for interest and property taxes. Except
for Binghamton’s Non-Homestead tax, | am regarded as a single family owner.

Therefore, the additional tax is unfair, so | am writing to ask for your support in seeking a change in the
law that will give other residence of the Towers and me a reduced property tax rate.

Sincerely,

w g L~
(A

Wayne lvy

5 Riverside Drive
Apartment 607
Binghamton, NY 13905
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